Poundstock Parish Council
Conditions and Procedures
1

Introduction

1.1

Poundstock Parish Council acknowledges the importance of the cemetery as a place commemorating
the life of a loved one and acting as a focus for grief. The Council therefore makes every effort to
manage its cemetery in a way that enables it to maintain the highest possible standards of care and
dignity, whilst at the same time respecting the rights of the individual and not placing undue
restriction on individual choices. To assist with this the Council respectfully requests that all visitors
to the Cemetery follow these rules and conditions.

1.2

Poundstock Parish Council as the Burial Authority has in pursuance of the General Powers of
Management contained in Article 3 (1) of the Local Authorities’ Cemeteries Order 1977 made the
following Rules and Regulations to be observed in the Cemetery under its management.

1.3

For the purpose of these regulations, ‘The Council’ means Poundstock Parish Council and ‘Memorial’
means any headstone, monument, cross, flagstone or any other erection placed for the purpose of a
memorial over any grave.

2

General Information

2.1

No Dogs except registered guide and assisting dogs are permitted in the Cemetery.

2.2

Grave Tributes - Flowers and wreaths may be placed on a grave in which an interment has take
place. These will be removed after 30 days, unless you wish to do so yourself. Visitors are
requested to remove any garden waste or dead flowers from the Cemetery.

2.3

Water is available from the tap by the side gate. Please return the watering can after use.

2.4

No shrubs, plants, trees, flowers or artificial flowers may be planted within the Cemetery or on any
grave or surrounding grass. The Council reserves the right to remove any ornamental fixtures, jars
or vases which can get broken and be a potential danger to others, or interferes with the routine
grass cutting and grounds maintenance of the site.

2.5

No kerbs, ornamental fixtures, jars/vases are permitted unless built into the headstone. The
Council reserves the right to remove any ornamental fixtures, jars or vases which can get broken
and be a potential danger to others, or interferes with the routine grass cutting and grounds
maintenance of the site.

2.6

No wind chimes, wind mills, solar lights, soft toys, ornamental stone chippings, picket fences etc are
permitted and the Council reserves the right to remove without notice any of these items in order
that the routine grass cutting and grounds maintenance work can be carried out.

2.7

It is not possible to arrange for a burial to take place in an unpurchased plot (sometimes referred to
as a common or public grave).

2.8

Cremated Ashes - It is not possible to scatter ashes in the Cemetery.

3

Procedures

3.1

A request for interment must be made in advance to the Clerk of the Council.

3.2

The Clerk will respond to the applicant in writing and a plot will be allocated.
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3.3

The Notice of Interment and Certificate for Burial or Cremation/Registrar’s Disposal
Certificate/Coroner’s Order must be provided before the interment.

3.4

If the Certificate for Burial or Cremation, Registrar’s Disposal Certificate/Coroner’s Order is not
available, the Funeral Director must complete a declaration that is contained within the Births and
Death Registration Act 1926 section 1 (1).

3.5

All grave spaces will be allocated by the Council.

3.6

The Council is prepared to consider the sale of grave space to a resident prior to it being required
for burial purpose notwithstanding all grave spaces will be allocated by the Council.

3.7

Following interment, the undertakers will ensure that the spoil is replaced firmly to ground level and
the previously removed turf is placed on top.

3.8

All unused spoil must be removed to the area allocated or removed from the Cemetery after
interment.

3.9

Only human remains may be interred in the Cemetery. Out of respect for the relatives it is possible
to accommodate a small personal item provided it can be contained within the coffin.

4

Exclusive Right of Burial Information (EROB)

4.1

The person or persons who purchase a plot owner the EROB and will receive an EROB certificate
from the Council.

4.2

Ownership of an EROB does not imply ownership of the land itself or the right to carry out any
particular activity on the grave plot. The ownership of the cemetery land including the grave
surface remains with the Council.

4.3

A purchased grave (also known as a private grave) is one where the EROB has been purchased for a
period of 99 years from the date of the original purchase and will be excavated to a depth which will
allow the eventual interment of one or two coffins or one or two cremated remain urns. Except in
the case when cremation remains are interred on an existing grave, where there is to be more than
one interment per plot – notice of this must be given at the initial purchase time. Cremated
remains can only be interred on an existing grave after the last coffin burial has occurred.

4.4

If the registered owner has died, the EROB must be transferred. It is advisable that the family/next
of kin organise the right to be transferred to avoid potential delay in any ensuing matters – i.e.
memorial/inscription or subsequent burial. Ownership of an EROB may be transferred, or assigned
by use of the relevant form which can be obtained from the Council. The law concerning this matter
can be very complex and it is strongly recommended that a solicitor be consulted to establish
ownership. No excavation or erection of a memorial or memorial inscription will be permitted unless
a satisfactory explanation of who is the current owner of the EROB has been provided to the
Council.

4.5

Possession of an EROB does not give the person, in possession, the ownership of the EROB. A
grave for which an EROB applies can only be opened with the permission of the registered owner of
the EROB unless the interment is to be that of the registered owner.

4.6

It is important to retain the ERIB in a secure place as it is the only legal document held by the
owner confirming their entitlement to the burial rights.

5

Memorials/Headstones

5.1

Memorials Permitted:
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Main Cemetery
For headstones the maximum permitted height from the ground is 1m and the width is 0.8m.
Area for Cremations
Only horizontal headstones may be erected in the area set aside for cremated remains. The overall
size must not exceed 46 x 38 cm, with the longer length on the side. They must be a minimum of
10 cm high.
5.2

Permission will only be granted, to erect a memorial or add an inscription to the owner of the
Exclusive Right of Burial (EROB). If the owner of the EROB had died then the EROB must be
transferred (see above).

5.2

An application for all proposed memorials and inscriptions must be submitted to the Council for
approval and all appropriate fees paid prior to any works being undertaken on site. Any work
undertaken without the written permission of the Council will be removed without notice and all
costs charged to the registered owner and if necessary, there will be a charge on the grave space.

5.3

A minimum period of 11 months must elapse between the burial of a person to be commemorated
and the erection of the headstone.

5.4

All memorials are to be constructed and erected with ground anchors or concrete flags in
accordance with the current code of practice as prepared by the National Association of Monumental
Masons. Stonemasons must ensure that Health and Safety Rules and Regulations are adhered to,
valid insurance cover is in place and a risk assessment has been undertaken.

5.5

Any damage done in connection with the erection of a memorial must be made good by the person
erecting the memorial and the site left in a safe and tidy condition.

5.6

The responsibility for the safety and upkeep, including repairs to any gravestone or memorial
remains solely with the owner(s) of the grave or their successors(s) in title.

5.7

The Council will make regular checks of memorials. Any memorial found to be unsafe will be laid
flat. The Council reserves the right under Health and Safety legislation to lay flat unsafe memorials
at its discretion if the owner or successor cannot be found or refuses to arrange repairs.

6

Review and Amendment of Regulations

6.1

The Council reserves the right to amend any of the foregoing regulations and to deal with any
circumstances or contingency not provided for in the regulations as necessary.

7

Alternative Format

7.1

Disability Discrimination Act 1955 – copies of this document in larger font size can be made
available on request by emailing clerk@poundstock-pc.gov.uk

8

Freedom of Information

8.1

In accordance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000 this Document will be posted on the
Council’s website www.poundstock-pc.gov.uk
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